
THE U.S. AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY: 
MONTHLY REPORT ON SELECTED 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

Report to the Subcommittee on Trade, 
Committee on Ways and Means, 
on Investigation No. 332-177 
Under Section 332 
of the Tariff Act of 1930 

PUBLICATION 1564 

AUGUST 1984 

United States International Trade Commission / Washington, D.C. 20436 



UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS 

Paula Stem, Chairwoman 

Susan W. Liebeler, Vice Chairman 

Alfred E. Eckes 

Seeley G. Lodwick 

David B. Rohr 

Kenneth R. Mason, Secretary to the Commission 

This report was prepared principally by 

Jim McElroy 

Machinery and Transportation Equipment Branch 
Machinery and Equipment Division 

Office of Industries 
Norris A. Lynch, Director 

Address all communications to 
Office of the Secretary 

United States International Trade Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20436 



CONTENTS 

Page  

Tables 

1. New passenger automobiles: U.S. retail sales of domestic production, 
production, inventory, days' supply, and employment, by specified 
periods, August 1982-July 1984 	1 

2. New passenger automobiles: U.S. imports for consumption, by principal 
sources and by specified periods, July 1982-June 1984 	2 

3. Lightweight automobile trucks and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. imports for consumption, by 
principal sources and by specified periods, July 1982-June 1984 	3 

4. New passenger automobiles: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, 
by principal markets and by specified periods, 
July 1982-June 1984 	4 

5. Lightweight automobile trucks and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, 
by principal markets and by specified periods, 
July 1982-June 1984 	5 

6. New passenger automobiles: Sales of domestic and imported passenger 
automobiles and sales of imported passenger automobiles as a percent 
of total U.S. sales, by specified periods, 1983 and 1984 	6 

7. New passenger automobiles: Price indexes, by specified periods, 
1983 and 1984 	6 

8. New passenger automobiles: Retail price changes in the U.S. market 
during July 1984 	7 

9. Sales and profits (loss) on major U.S. automobile manufacturers' 
operations, by specified periods, 1983 and 1984 	7 

10. Manufacturers' suggested retail prices of selected U.S. and Japanese 
automobiles, April 1981-August 1984 	8 

i

ivxlcdm



ii

ivxlcdm
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Table 1.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. retail sales of doiestic 
production, production, inventory, days' supply, and employment, by 
specified periods, August 1982-July 1984 

(In thousands of units: thousands of employees) 

Item 
1983 and 1984 1982 and 1983 

: 
: 

June 	: 
1984 	: 

July 
1984 

:August 1983- : 
: June 1984 	: 

July 
1983 

:August 1982-
: July 1983 

Retail sales of domes-: : : : : 
tic production: : : : : : 

Subcompact 	 : 239 : 237 : 2,464 : 173 : 1,908 
Compact- 	  : 96 	: 80 : 990 : 79 : 972 
Intermediate 	 : 223 	: 207 : 2,569 : 192 : 1,946 
Standard 	  : 111 : 103 : 1,257 : 97 : 1,068 
Luxury 	  : 59 	: 57 : 534 : 35 : 411 

Total 	  : 727 	: 684 : 7.814 : 577 : 6.305 
Production: : : • . : 

Subcompact 	 : 216 : 176 : 2,624 : 154 : 1,662 
Compact- 	  : 97 	: 72 : 1,173 : 53 : 1,024 
Intermediate 	 : 205 : 146 : 2,380 : 158 : 1,855 
Standard- 	  : 100 : 87 : 1,101 : 72 : 869 
Luxury 	  : 46 	: 40 : 502 : 25 : 416 

Total 	  : 663 : 521 : 7.780 : 463 : 5,826 
Inventory: : . : : 
Subcompact 	 : 310 : 296 : 1/ 206 : 1/ 
Compact 	  : 415 	: 407 : 1/ 258 : 1/ 
Intermediate 	 : 432 	: 419 : 1/ 460 : 1/ 
Standard 	  : 185 	: 196 : 1/ 197 : 1/ 
Luxury 	  : 126 : 128 : 1/ 88 : 1/ 
Total 	  : 1.467 	: 1.446 : 1/ : 1,209 : 1/ 

Days' supply: 2/ : • 
Subcompact 	 : 58 	: 63 : 1/ 46 : 1/ 
Compact 	  : 55 	: 57 : 1/ 48 : 1/ 
Intermediate- 	 : 40 : 52 : 1/ 60 : 1/ 
Standard-- 	 : 43 	: 56 : 1/ 50 : 1/ 
Luxury 	  : 42 : 57 : 1/ 59 : 1/ 

Total 	  47 	: 52 : 1/ 47 : 1/ 
Employment: 3/ r • . 
Total employees 	 : 4/ 865 : 5/ 870 : if : 6/ 754 : 1/ 
Production workers 	: 4/ 668 : I/ 671 : 1/ : 6/ 569 : 1/ 
Layoffs 7/ 	 : 80 : 73 : 1/ : 197 : 1/ 

1/ Not applicable. 
2/ Days' supply is an average for each class size which is determined by 

dividing total inventory by the previous month's retail sales. 
3/ Employment data are for SIC 371 (motor vehicles and motor vehicle 

equipment). 
4/ Data are for May 1984, revised. 
5/ Data are for June 1984. 
6/ D.La are for June 198:, revised. 
7/ Layoffs are the number of UAW members on indefinite layoff from U.S. auto 

plants as of the end of each specified period. 

Source: Retail sales and production, Ward's Auto Information Bank;  days' 
supply and inventory, Automotive News;  and employment, U.S. Department of 
Labor. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 2.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. imports for consumption, by principal 
sources and by specified periods, July 1982-June 1984 1/ 

Source 
1983 and 1984 1982 and 1983 

May 
1984 

June 
1984 

: 
: 
July 1983-
June 1984 : 

June 
1983 

: 
: 
July 1982-
June 1983 

Quantity (units) 

Japan 	  206,790 : 158,481 : 1,879,979 : 163,430 : 1,843,426 
Canada 	 100,334 : 102,894 : 964,497 : 85,752 : 758,522 
West Germany 	 27,517 	: 21,285 : 340,599 : 17,422 : 213,726 
Sweden 	 12,997 	: 7,066 : 122,167 : 8,802 : 99,809 
Italy 	  1,070 	: 744 : 8,767 : 560 : 3,375 
United Kingdom 2,850 	: 1,055 : 19,252 : 1,338 : 15,081 
France 	 3,388 	: 2,175 : 30,465 : 4,735 : 49,618 
All other 	 832 : 1.485 : 10.855 : 696 : 5,239 

Total 	 355,778 	: 295.185 : 3.376.581 : 282.735 : 2.988,796 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

• 
Japan 	  : 1,299,573 	: 1,015,344 : 11,462,699 : 948,014 : 10,079,735 
Canada 	 : 909,926 : 950,249 : 8,728,937 : 721,522 : 6,555,957 
West Germany 	 : 405,088 : 326,468 : 4,558,588 : 261,442 : 3,028,514 
Sweden 	 : 142,684 	: 75,768 : 1,225,097 : 87,670 : 973,978 
Italy 	 : 13,615 	: 12,822 : 115,021 : 9,505 : 46,614 
United Kingdom-- ---: 67,540 : 24,895 : 449,074 : 33,476 : 360,296 
France 	 : 29,628 : 20,125 : 268,568 : 34,294 : 340,281 
All other 	 8.575 	: 13.302 : 101.316 : 5.627 : 37.877 

Total 	 : 2,876,629 	: 2,438,973 : 26,909,300 : 2,101,550 : 21,423,252 

1/ Data include imports into Puerto Rico and TSUSA item 692.1005; data do not 
include automobiles assembled in foreign-trade zones. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 3.--Lightweight automobile trucks 1/ and bodies and cab/chassis for lightweight 
automobile trucks: U.S. imports for consumption, by principal sources and by 
specified periods, July 1982-June 1984 2/ 

1983 and 1984 	 1982 and 1983 
Source 

  

May 	June 	: July 1983- 	June : July 1982- 
: 	1984 	1984 	: June 1984 	1983 	: June 1983 
: 	

Quantity (units) 3/ 

Japan 	 : 	58,105 : 	46,544 : 	494,57.1 : 	39,347 : 	339,392 
Canada 	 : 	33,846 : 	33,331 : 	334,576 : 	26,457 : 	235,406 
All other 	: 	6 : 	345 : 	 848 : 	572 : 	 2.792  

Total 	: 	91.957 : 	80.220 : 	829.995 : 	66.376 : 	577,590 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

Japan-- 	 : 	243,201 : 	195,599 : 	2,027,058 : 	162,649 : 	1,389,705 
Canada 	 : 	48,616 : 	273,712 : 	2,653,542 : 	212,839 : 	1,934,646 
All other 	93 : 	1.700 : 	11.855 : 	5.551 : 	43,241 

Total 	: 	291,910 : 	471,011 : 	4,692,455 : 	381,039 : 	3,367,592 

1/ Defined as not over 10,000 pounds gvw. 
2/ Partially estimated, all data include imports into Puerto Rico. 
V Quantity data include complete trucks and cab/chassis, but exclude bodies. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 4.--New passenger automobiles: 	U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, by 
principal markets and by specified periods, July 1982-June 1984 

Market 
1983 and 1984 1982 and 1983 

May 
1984 

June 	: 
1984 	: 

July 1983- 
June 1984 : 

June 
1983 

: 
: 

July 1982-
June 1983 

Quantity (units) 

Canada 	  : 59,804 	: 57,042 	: 578,450 : 50,224 : 405,315 
Saudi Arabia 	: 1,084 	: 41 	: 11,393 : 321 : 11,315 
Kuwait. 	: 676 	: 3 	: 3,103 : 57 : 3,979 
Japan 	  : 118 : 54 	: 2,190 : 49 : 1,871 
West Germany 	: 600 : 500 : 3,566 : 360 : 2,482 
Venezuela 	 : 5 	: 5 	: 128 : 22 : 1,803 
All other- 	 : 927 	: 590 : 9,221 : 1.034 : 13,934 

Total 	  : 63,214 	: 58,235 	: 608.051 : 52,067 : 440,699 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

• . : : • 
,Cana4a 	  : 444,791 : 428,995 	: 4,371,382 : 371,797 : 2,937,368 
Saudi Arabia 	 : 11,717 	: 592 	: 140,177 : 3,484 : 156,319 
Kuwait 	  : 6,992 	: 63 	: 38,438 : 553 : 50,487 
Japan-- 	  : 1,737 	: 555 	: 30,990 : 529 : 24,555 
West Germany 	 : 5,404 	: 5,021 	: 36,609 : 3,617 : 25,763 
Venezuela--- 	 : 67 	: 46 	: 1,404 : 199 : 19,362 
All other 	 : 10,290 : 7.167 	: 105.409 : 11.711 : 152,413 

Total 	  : 480,998 : 442,439 : 4,724,409 : 391,890 : 3,366,267 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note. Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 5.--Lightweight automobile trucks 1/ and bodies and cab/chassis for light-
weight automobile trucks: U.S. exports of domestic merchandise, by principal 
markets and by specified periods, July 1982-June 1984 2/ 

Market 

: 

1983 and 1984 1982 and 1983 

May 
1984 

June 	: 
1984 	: 

July 1983- 	: 	June 	: 
June 1984 	: 	1983 	: 

July 1982-
June 1983 

Quantity (units) 3/ 

Canada 	  : 10,403 : 9,516 	: 102,015 	: 9,449 	: 64,863 
Saudi Arabia 	 : 931 : 147 	: 12,013 : 884 : 17,638 
Kuwait 	  : 30 : 134 : 1,865 	: 23 	: 2,439 
Venezuela- 	 : - 	: 1 	: 57 	: - : 931 
All other 	 : 750 : 590 : 7.410 	: 574 	: 12.751 

Total 	 : 12.114 : 10.388 : 123.360 : 10.930 : 98.622 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

: : : • . : 
Canada-- 	  : 79,156 	: 71,401 : 777,780 : 67,566 	: 459,913 
Saudi Arabia 	 : 12,924 : 2,044 : 154,700 : 10,655 	: 223,826 
Kuwait 	  : 338 : 1,872 	: 23,393 : 260 : 30,827 
Venezuela 	 : - : 5 	: 820 : - 	: 9,947 
A11 other 	 7.302 : 5.438 : 71.731 : 6.445 : 126.497 

Total 	 : 99,720 : 80,760 : 1,028,424 : 84,926 : 851,010 

lj Defined as not over 10,000 pounds gvw. 
2/ Partially estimated. 
3/ Quantity data include complete trucks and cab/chassis, but exclude bodies. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 6.--New passenger automobiles: Sales of domestic and imported passenger automobiles 
and sales of imported passenger automobiles as a percent of total U.S. sales, by specified 
periods, 1983 and 1984 

 

Sales of-- 

 

Ratio of import 
Total U.S. sales 	: 	sales to 

• total sales Period 	Domestic 
• automobiles 1/ 	: 

Imported 
automobiles 2/ 

• • 
1984 	• 	1983 	• 	1984 	• 	1983 	1984 	1983 	1984 	1983 

: 	Percent----  

	

January---: 583,429 : 412,893 : 195,129 : 182,853 : 778,558 : 595,746 : 25.1 : 	30.7 

	

February--: 655,016 : 442,479 : 186,218 : 186,374 : 841,234 : 628,853 : 22.1 : 	29.6 

	

Jan-Feb.--:1,238,445 : 855,372 : 381,347 : 369,227 :1,619,792 :1,224,599 : 23.5 : 	30.2 
March 	: 756,164 : 600,303 : 205,947 : 220,479 : 962,111 : 820,782 : 21.4 : 	26.9 
Jan-Mar 	:1,994,609 :1,455,675 : 587,294 : 589,706 :2,581,903 :2,045,381 : 22.7 : 	28.8 
April 	: 721,091 : 579,991 : 1 -4,311 : 183,464 : 895,402 : 763,455 : 19.5 : 	24.0 
Jan-Apr 	:2,715,700 :2,035,666 : 761,605 : 773,170 :3,477,305 :2,808,836 : 21.9 : 	27.5 
May 	: 803,273 : 630,044 : 243,326 : 206,457 :1,046,599 : 836,501 : 23.2 : 	24.7 
Jan-May 	:3,518,973 :2,665,710 :1,004,931 : 979,627 :4,523,904 :3,645,337 : 22.2 : 	26.9 
June 	: 727,370 : 668,145 : 223,688 : 235,282 : 951,058 : 903,427 : 23.5 : 	26.0 
Jan-June 	:4,246,343 :3,333,855 :1,228,619 :1,214,909 :5,474,962 :4,548,764 : 22.4 : 	26.7 
'July 	: 684,112 : 576,864 : 205,617 : 214,356 : 889,729 : 791,220 : 23.1 : 	27.1 
Jan-July 	:4,930,455 :3,910,719 :1,434,236 :1,429,265 :6,364,691 :5,339,984 : 22.5 : 	26.8 

1/ Domestic automobile sales include U.S. and Canadian-built automobiles sold in the United 
States 

2/ Does not include automobiles imported from Canada. 

Source: Automotive News. 

Table 7.--New passenger automobiles: Price indexes, by specified periods, 
1983 and 1984 

(1967 = 100) 

	

1984 	 1983 and 1984 

	

Ttem 	
May 	: June 	: Percent : June 	: June 	: Percent 
1984 	: 	1984 	: 	change : 	1983 	: 	1984 	: 	change  

	

Consumer Price : 	 : 

	

Index: 	 : 	 : 

	

Unadjusted----: 	207.6 : 	207.7 : 	0 : 	201.6 : 	207.7 : 	+3.0 
Seasonally 	• . 	 : 	 . 	 : 	 • 

	

adjusted----: 	207.2 : 	207.3 : 	0 : 	200.8 : 	207.3 : 	+3.2 

	

Producer Price : 	 : 	 : 

	

Index: 	. 	 • 	 • 	 : 	 • 

	

Unadjusted----: 	221.3 : 	220.9 : 	-0.2 : 	217.4 : 	220.9 : 	+1.6 
Seasonally  

	

adjusted----: 	221.5 : 	221.1 : 	-0.2 : 	217.6 : 	221.1 : 	+1.6 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor. 
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Table 8.--New passenger automobiles: Retail price changes in the 
U.S. market during July 1984 

: Retail price changes, in 
Source and size category 
	

dollars, July 1984 
(+ or -) 

U.S. producers: 
General Motors 	 : -183 to + 208 
Ford   	 : No change. 
Chrysler 	 : No change. 

European Community producers: 
Subcompact 	 : No change. 
Compact. 	 : No change. 
Luxury 	 : No change. 

Japanese producers: 
Subcompact-   	 : +202 
Compact 	 : No change. 
Luxury-   	: No change. 

Source: Automotive News,  July 1984. 

Table 9.--Sales and profits (loss) on major U.S. automobile manufacturers' 
operations, by specified periods, 1983 and 1984 1/ 

(In millions of dollars) 

Item and firm 
1984 1983 

: 
. 

January- 
March 

April- 
June 

: January- 
March 

April- 
June 

Sales: 
General Motors 	 : 22,900 : 21,583 : 16,740 : 19,400 
Ford 	  : 13,010 : 14,096 : 10,000 : 11,730 
Chrysler 	  : 4,920 : 5,251 : 3,100 : 3,600 
American Motors 	 : 1.980 : 1.062 : 782 : 762 

Total- 41,910 : 41,992 : 30,622 : 35,492 
Profits: . 
General Motors 	 : 1,614 : 1,609 : 653 : 1,040 
Ford- 897 : 909 : 211 : 542 
Chrysler 	  : 706 : 803 : 172 : 310 
American Motors 	 : 5 : 5 : (66) : (79) 

Total--- 	  : 3,222 : 3,326 : 970 : 1,813 

1/ Data are for world operations. 

Source: A111011211YCAPEL. 
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